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§4750.3-4 Approval or disapproval of
applications.

If an application is approved, the au-
thorized officer shall offer the indi-
vidual an opportunity to select the ap-
propriate number, sex, age and species
of animals from those available. If the
authorized officer disapproves an appli-
cation for private maintenance because
the applicant lacks adequate facilities
or transport, the individual may cor-
rect the shortcoming and file a new ap-
plication.

§4750.4 Private maintenance of wild
horses and burros.

§4750.4-1 Private
Care Agreement.

Maintenance and

To obtain a wild horse or burro, a
qualified applicant shall execute a Pri-
vate Maintenance and Care Agreement
and agree to abide by its terms and
conditions, including but not limited
to the following:

(a) Title to wild horses and burros
covered by the agreement shall remain
in the Federal Government for at least
1 year after the Private Maintenance
and Care Agreement is executed and
until a Certificate of Title is issued by
the authorized officer;

(b) Wild horses and burros covered by
the agreement shall not be transferred
for more than 30 days to another loca-
tion or to the care of another indi-
vidual without the prior approval of
the authorized officer;

(c) Wild horses and burros covered by
the agreement shall be made available
for physical inspection within 7 days of
receipt of a written request by the au-
thorized officer;

(d) The authorized officer shall be no-
tified within 7 days of discovery of the
death, theft or escape of wild horses
and burros covered by the agreement;

(e) Adopters are financially respon-
sible for the proper care and treatment
of all wild horses and burros covered by
the agreement;

(f) Adopters are responsible, as pro-
vided by State law, for any personal in-
jury, property damage, or death caused
by animals in their care; for pursuing
animals that escape or stray; and for
costs of recapture.

§4750.4-3

(g) Adopters shall notify the author-
ized officer within 30 days of any
change in the adopter’s address; and

(h) Adopters shall dispose of remains
in accordance with applicable sanita-
tion laws.

§4750.4-2 Adoption fee.

(a) Does BLM charge an adoption fee
for wild horses and burros?

You must pay an adoption fee for
each wild horse or burro you adopt.
Usually BLM will charge you a $125
base fee. BLM will not charge you an
adoption fee for orphan foals.

(b) Can BLM increase the adoption
fee?

Yes, BLM may increase the adoption
fee. BLM may hold competitive adop-
tion events for wild horses or burros.
At competitive adoptions, qualified
adopters set adoption fees through
competitive bidding. For these adop-
tions, the fee is the highest bid re-
ceived over the base fee of $125. Horses
or burros remaining at the end of a
competitive adoption event will be
available for adoption at the estab-
lished adoption fee.

(c) May BLM reduce or waive the
adoption fee?

(1) The BLM Director may reduce or
waive the fee when wild horses or bur-
ros are un-adoptable at the base adop-
tion fee.

(2) A reduction or waiver of the adop-
tion fee is available only if you are
willing to comply with all regulations
relating to wild horses and burros.

[62 FR 5339, Feb. 5, 1997]

§4750.4-3 Request to terminate Pri-
vate Maintenance and Care Agree-
ment.

An adopter may request to terminate
his/her responsibility for an adopted
animal by submitting a written relin-
quishment of the Private Maintenance
and Care Agreement for that animal.
The authorized officer shall arrange to
transfer the animal to another quali-
fied applicant or take possession of the
animal at a location specified by the
authorized officer within 30 days of re-
ceipt of the written request for relin-
quishment.
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